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ASHEVILLE, N.C. — The Asheville Art Museum  announces Meeting the Moon, an exhibition
featuring prints, photographs, ceramics, sculptures, and more from the Museum’s Collection. This
exhibition will be on view in the Asheville Art Museum’s McClinton Gallery February 3 through July
26, 2021.

2021 marks the 60th anniversary of the beginning of the Apollo space program at NASA, but its
inception was hardly the beginning of humankind’s fascination with Earth’s only moon. Before space
travel existed, the moon—its shape, its mystery, and the face we see in it—inspired countless artists.
Once astronauts landed on the moon and we saw our world from a new perspective, a surge of
creativity flooded the American art scene, in paintings, prints, sculpture, music, crafts, film, and
poetry. 

This exhibition, whose title is taken from a 1913 Robert Frost poem, examines artwork in the
Asheville Art Museum’s Collection of artists who were inspired by the unknown, then increasingly
familiar moon. Meeting the Moon includes works by nationally renowned artists Newcomb Pottery,
James Rosenquist, Maltby Sykes, Paul Soldner, John Lewis, Richard Ritter (Bakersville, NC), and Mark
Peiser (Penland, NC). Western North Carolina artists include Jane Peiser (Penland, NC), Jak Brewer
(Zionville, NC), Dirck Cruser (Asheville, NC), George Peterson (Lake Toxaway, NC), John B. Neff (NC),
and Maud Gatewood (Yanceyville, NC).

“Meeting the Moon offers the opportunity to combine science and popular culture with works of art in
the Museum’s Collection,” says Whitney Richardson, associate curator. “I think all visitors will find
something that draws them into this exhibition, whether it’s the artwork, poetry, music, or science of
space travel. It’s such an affirmation of humanity to find these mysteries, like the moon, which
enchant us all.”

This exhibition is organized by the Asheville Art Museum and curated by Whitney Richardson,
associate curator. Visit ashevilleart.org for more information about this and other exhibitions.

About the Asheville Art Museum:
The Museum’s galleries, the Museum Store, and Perspective Café are open with limited capacity. Art
PLAYce, our intergenerational makerspace, and the Frances Mulhall Achilles Art Research Library
remain temporarily closed. The Museum welcomes visitors Wednesday through Monday from 11am
to 6pm, with late-night Thursdays from 11am to 9pm. The Museum is closed on Tuesdays. General
admission is always free for Museum Members, UNC Asheville students, and children under 6; $15
per adult; $13 per senior (65+); and $10 per student (child 6–17 or degree-seeking college students
with valid ID). Admission tickets are available at ashevilleart.org/visit. Visitors may become Members
at the welcome desk during their visit or online at ashevilleart.org/membership.

Established by artists and incorporated in 1948, the Asheville Art Museum is committed to being a
vital force in community and individual development and to providing lifelong opportunities for
education and enrichment through the visual arts. The Museum’s mission is to engage, enlighten,
and inspire individuals and enrich community through dynamic experiences in American art of the
20th and 21st centuries. The Museum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization accredited by the
American Alliance of Museums, which receives support for its programs from Museum Members;
other generous individuals, corporations, businesses, and foundations; the North Carolina Arts
Council; the Institute of Museum and Library Services; the National Endowment for the Arts; and the
National Endowment for the Humanities.

https://www.ashevilleart.org/
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