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Strong Ski Season Expected After Banner Year    

Assuming Mother Nature cooperates at least partially, 
this should be another strong winter for NC’s Ski Town. 
Banner Elk saw record numbers of visitors last year for 
winter sports at Beech Mountain and Sugar Mountain. 
Skiers, snowboarders, snow tubers, ice skaters and 
more flocked to the NC mountains, drawn by the desire 
to get outside and enjoy natural social distancing. Over 
the last several years, both ski resorts in the Banner Elk 
area upgraded snow-making infrastructure and added 
amenities on and off the slopes. That paid dividends as 
Southeast skiers, eager to get outside, opted for drive 
destinations instead of flying to ski resorts out west. 
“People are able to come here, spread out, get outdoors 
and get exercise. It’s a good, comfortable environment 
that they gravitated toward last year and I expect the 
same thing to happen again this winter,” says Beech 
Mountain general manager Ryan Costin.   
 
Ski season typically begins mid- to late-November and 
runs through late March. Banner Elk is well positioned 
as a winter destination. Sugar Mountain is five miles in 
one direction and Beech Mountain is five miles the 
other direction. Folks can ski, board and tube all day, 
then enjoy fine dining, comfy lodging, tasting rooms 
and pubs in Banner Elk. The town has several ski rental 
locations to augment rental programs available at the 
resorts. Hawksnest Snowtubing Park is located nearby, 
as is hiking and more at Grandfather Mountain. 

A Small Town Christmas Returns Dec. 3-5 

Unwrap a weekend of yuletide memories during A 
Small Town Christmas, Dec. 3-5 in Banner Elk. 
This charming village, framed by the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, provides the setting for a traditional 
holiday getaway. Step into yesteryear with three days 
of small-town fun, beginning with a tree lighting and 
Christmas variety show Friday evening and continuing 
with activities, arts & crafts, shopping, visits with Santa 
and evening mini-train rides in the park on Saturday. 
Sunday offers an encore performance of the variety 
show, along with visits to choose-and-cut Christmas 
tree farms in the Banner Elk area. 
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Wilderness Run is NC’s Only Alpine Coaster 

Wilderness Run Alpine Coaster offers year-round thrill 
rides for all ages on a Banner Elk mountainside. NC’s first 
alpine coaster includes three circular loops, a series of 
waves and lots of twists. Speeds can reach up to 27 miles 
per hour. “You’re looping, dipping or turning. There is no 
point where you are just riding,” says Eric Bechard, who 
owns the coaster with wife, Tara. “It’s very fast and a whole 
lot of fun.” The voyage begins with a cable-pulled ascent of 
770 feet. At that point, the alpine coaster differs from a 
roller coaster as the ride becomes gravity-fed, with riders in 
control of braking handles. The six-acre attraction includes 
a clubhouse, observation deck and gift shop.  

 

Art on the Greene Takes Place Four Times a Year  

Four times each year, the lawn in front of the Historic Banner 
Elk School is transformed into an outdoor art gallery. Art on 
the Greene takes place Memorial Day weekend, July Fourth 
weekend, the first weekend in August, and Labor Day 
weekend. The shows highlight works from local and regional 
artists representing a variety of media, such as glass, metal, 
ceramics, wood, watercolor, acrylics and oil. “The focus is on 
embracing our Appalachian heritage and really highlighting 
things in the hand-crafted Appalachian tradition,” says show 
director Kimberly Tufts. 

The Culinary Hot Spot of the NC High Country 
For a small resort town, Banner Elk packs a big culinary 
punch. This town of fewer than 1,200 residents is home to a 
dazzling array of restaurants, including Artisanal, which has 
twice been ranked among the top 100 restaurants in the U.S. 
by OpenTable.com. Authentic Italian cuisine, passed down 
through generations, is available at Sorrento’s, and farm-to-
table goodness is the hallmark of Chef’s Table. Longtime 
stalwart Stonewalls is remodeled under new ownership with 
a chef-driven menu, and few can resist the mountain trout at 
Banner Elk Café. 

Outdoor Adventure in the Blue Ridge Mountains 
A visit to Banner Elk comes with outdoor adventure in every 
direction. Within 20 minutes of the town’s lone stoplight are: 
Grandfather Mountain (pictured), Banner Elk Stables, Apple 
Hill Alpaca Farm, Hawksnest Ziplines, Wildcat Lake, Off the 
Grid ATV Tours, Foscoe Fishing Co. and two whitewater 
rafting outfitters. In the warmer months, the ski slopes at 
Sugar and Beech mountains turn into downhill mountain 
biking trails with lift service provided by the chairlifts. Both 
resorts also offer scenic lift rides for those who prefer softer 
adventure. A walk across Grandfather Mountain’s Mile High 
Swinging Bridge is another popular activity near Banner Elk. 


