
The EcoChallenge, directed by Mark Burnett, is a 400 mile multi-disciplinary adventure 
race through the jungles and rugged mountains of Fiji. Nantahala Outdoor Center’s 

renowned Paddling & Wilderness Medical Schools have partnered with a team of 
3 tenured disabled combat veterans to provide specialized training in paddling 

techniques, swiftwater training, medical skills, and rescue & survival tactics. 

Join NOC in celebrating the service and sacrifice of this decorated team of veterans.

Nantahala Outdoor Center Trains
Wounded Combat Veterans
For Extreme Adventure Race

Team led by Asheville local 

Command Sergeant Major 

Gretchen Evans, a deaf 

27 year army Veteran, 

recipient of the Bronze Star 

for valor and heroism, and a 

self-declared “bad ass.”

Race includes jungle 

trekking, whitewater 

paddling, rafting, 

rappelling, mountain 

biking, and more.

September 2019 race 

coverage provided by 

Amazon Prime and

MGM Studios.

Nantahala Outdoor Center 

partnering to provide 

specialized training and

access to outdoor

equipment.

About NOC
Nantahala Outdoor Center is the nation’s largest outdoor recreation company. Over a million guests visit NOC 
annually to embark on a diverse collection of more than 120 different river and land-based itineraries, learn to 

kayak at NOC’s world-renowned Paddling School, travel abroad with NOC’s Adventure Travel program, test 
the latest outdoor gear. A privately-held company, NOC is one of the largest employers in Western North 
Carolina and 23 Olympians including two Olympic Gold Medalists have called NOC home. NOC has been 
recently recognized by The New York Times as the “Nation’s Premiere Paddling School,” “The Best Place to 

Learn” by Outside, and as “One of the Best Outfitters on Earth” by National Geographic Adventure.

Contact: Jan Wojtasinski, VP of Marketing   •  jan.w@noc.com   •   828.488.7185

https://www.ecochallenge.com/
http://bit.ly/2Z8qfbg


Training on the Nantahala:
15 Year Old Evy Leibfarth Has
Sights on Olympic Games

At just 15 years old, whitewater canoe/kayak slalom athlete Evy Leibfarth has trained 
and competed throughout the U.S. and around the globe. She’s already a two-time U.S. 

National Champion and the first ever female two-time European Junior Cup 
Champion. Her feats have landed her the 2018 Elite Slalom Grant from the American 

Canoe Association and the 2019 Simon Grant from the U.S. Olympic Committee, 
and she’s been featured in Sports Illustrated Kids magazine, ESPN

and numerous newspapers. 

Evy’s home training site – and where she learned to paddle – is the Nantahala River, 
at the Nantahala Outdoor Center. She trains five or six days a week, fitting in workouts 

before and after her online high school classes at K12 International Academy. She cross 
trains by running, mountain biking and surfing. With the 2020 Summer Olympic 

Games just over a year away, Evy is eagerly focused on joining the ranks of 
23 whitewater Olympians who have called the Nantahala, and 

Nantahala Outdoor Center, home. 
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https://es.pn/2ZlqEXW
http://bit.ly/2V9drlM
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