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Great American Road Trip 
The Outer Banks have captured the hearts and minds of America. The idea of grabbing your partner, your kids 
your BFF’s and getting the heck out of town to this community of islands off the North Carolina coast is on 
trend. Why? You are in control from your doorstep to ours. We offer three national parks and half a dozen 
other national wildlife refuges and state parks. The OBX as its known by fans has always been a place to 
escape the city and suburbia for open space, fresh ocean breezes and authentic come-as-you are culture. 
 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore 
Last spring, Forbes ranked the Outer Banks as the number one place Americans are daydreaming about at the 
onset of the pandemic. This is Coquina Beach in Cape Hatteras National Seashore. The beaches here are 
trapped in time, they haven’t changed in a lifetime. America’s taste for travel has however. We’re one of the 
few national seashores where you can drive on the beach to access hard to reach spots for the best surf 
fishing, the best nature observation, the best seashell picking in 100 miles. 
 
Veterans 
Veterans and military enthusiasts alike will enjoy the first Life-Saving Station built in North Carolina. 
Chicamacomico was according to legend the Indian name for this part of Hatteras Island and today the site is 
one of the most complete building histories in the United States, with station houses from 1874 and 1908, and 
even a period home furnished with antiques showcasing a slice of OBX life at the turn of the 20th century. This 
is one of the only places in the country you can see active US Coast Guard volunteers perform the old drills. 
 
Shipwrecks 
The Outer Banks is about 3 hours from I-95 due east. The I-95 of the Atlantic Ocean’s shipping lanes are just a 
few miles offshore. There are a few thousand shipwrecks along our coast, dating back to the 1600’s and the 
Jamestown era that can be explored by scuba or spearfishing, or even strolling on the beach. The wiles of 
weather and human consequence continue today. 
 
Arts Community 
Pea Island Art Gallery Studio in Salvo, NC is just one of the anchor points for understanding what it means to 
bring the Outer Banks spirit to life in physical form. On the islands, there is this dance at play where some 
people become transformed by the Outer Banks environment to become artists, and then there are those 
artists who seek the inspiration that the islands evoke. Along with food, a community’s artwork is a look at its 
soul laid bare.  
 
 
 



 
 
Vacation Rentals, Airbnb and VRBO 
Where are all these people staying? One of the largest, if not THE largest, vacation rental markets in the 
country. The airbnb capital. The idea of renting a house on holiday has been our bread and butter for 
generations, because you can get a bunch of people together for an intimate experience with room for privacy 
or just hunker down with your partner for an extended remote work in residence type stay. 
 
Manteo 
About 12K boats travel the Intracoastal Waterway every year, and my hometown of Manteo on Roanoke 
Island is one of the favorite stops. You’ll find more inns and bed and breakfasts here in one spot more than 
anywhere else on the OBX. Fort Raleigh with its Lost Colony of Roanoke history circa 1584-1587 is one of the 
main attractions nearby, as is the NC Aquarium, Elizabethan Gardens, Festival Park and other attractions.  
 
African American Experience – First Freedoms 
One of the lesser-known histories of the Outer Banks is its notability as the site of the first Civil War campaign 
victories of the North over the South at Hatteras and Roanoke Islands early in the war. By virtue of that, one of 
the first Freedman Colonies in the South was established on Roanoke Island where escaped slaves and 
emancipated black families could live free lives in the South. Check out the new African American Experience 
tour spanning six counties and four centuries of history.  
 
Wild Caught Cuisine 
From takeout sushi and fish tacos, to steamer pots of shrimp and crab to go, we got some good grub on the 
Outer Banks. Our community has adapted to the Governor’s phased updates to seating and density. The to-go 
business has exploded for some restaurants and others are taking advantage of the Outer Banks’ beautiful 
vistas for expanding their potential to the outdoor and decking space. There’s a culture of single owner, chef 
owner restaurants with little to no franchise anywhere. 
 
New NC Oyster Farm Trail 
The North Carolina Oyster Trail is getting underway. Pretty soon, you’ll be able to take family farm tours with 
aquaculture pioneers like the Cape Hatteras Oyster Company father and son team of Bill and Ryan Belter of 
Buxton, North Carolina. Their shellfish growing techniques make for a deep bodied oyster perfect for the high 
end half shell market. 
 
The Best Birding 
Birding is big on the Outer Banks. At this moment, we’ve got folks dressed like this gentleman crawling all over 
the place. Most of the Outer Banks is preserved or protected in a national park or wildlife refuge, or state 
park. There is so much undisturbed maritime environment that the Outer Banks is on one of the few 
migrational superhighways in the country called the American Flyway. Different species show up in the 
different seasons and right now we have ducks and swans and even the snowy owl showing up.  
 
Where the Bears Are 
You’ve probably heard of the wild Spanish mustangs of Corolla. How about the indigenous black bear of 
Alligator River? There’s a huge population of this hibernating hunk of fur and teeth just across the sound on 
the mainland. Along with the most northern population of American Alligator, hence the name of the National 
Wildlife Refuge. Bald eagles and rare woodpeckers also call this area home. 
 


