
Wilmington, North Carolina and its island beaches is a year-
round destination that transcends coastal visitor experiences. 
Take a stroll on the scenic Riverwalk or through historic 
downtown, and you’ll fi nd yourself surrounded by breweries, 
music, unique eats, local culture and unrivaled adventures 
around every corner. It’s just a short drive from the award-
winning riverfront to the oceanfront through Wilmington’s 
thriving midtown, where you’ll fi nd parks, gardens, museums, 
a water park and city amenities. Carolina, Kure and Wrightsville 
beaches are well known for their beloved coastlines, but there 
is much more to be discovered there from farm- and sea-to-
table dining to nightlife to live music. Voted as one of “The 
South’s Best Cities” by readers of Southern Living magazine, 
Wilmington is the perfect place to stray off course for a coastal 
experience like no other in the city, at the beach and beyond.

WHAT’S NEW IN WILMINGTON 

City on the Rise 
Wilmington’s Riverwalk was voted as one of the nation’s 
Best Riverwalks in USA TODAY’s 10Best Readers’ Choice 
Awards 2021. The 1.75-mile Riverwalk offers more than 200 
independently-owned shops, restaurants, attractions, theatres, 
tours and cruises, all within easy walking distance. Wilmington 
was also included by editors at Southern Living in a roundup of 
The South’s Best Cities On the Rise 2021, thanks to “the perfect 
marriage of quiet coastal hamlet and bustling city.”

Live Oak Bank Pavilion at Riverfront Park
One of the most anticipated projects in downtown Wilmington 
is Live Oak Bank Pavilion at Riverfront Park. This urban green 
space treats visitors to Cape Fear River views and is connected 
by the Riverwalk. The park’s largest feature is an open-air music 
venue managed by Live Nation. Additional amenities include 
green space, gardens, a park and walking trails. Located on 6.6 
acres adjacent to Port City Marina, the park was awarded WEDG 
Verifi cation by the Waterfront Alliance for excellence in resilient, 
accessible and sustainable waterfront design, making it the fi rst 
project outside of New York City to receive the designation.

Coastal Cuisine 
Exciting new restaurants are joining Wilmington’s already 
burgeoning culinary scene! From James Beard semi-fi nalist 
Chef Dean Neff, Seabird celebrates the seasonality of the 
seafood found at the coast, offering locally sourced, in-season 
seafood alongside delicious, creative vegetable dishes from the 
freshest local produce. Located in South Front District, Mariposa 
transports you to Spain with a menu of authentic Spanish tapas, an 
intentional wine list and an intimate atmosphere, while True Blue 
Butcher and Barrel will focus on premier cuts of meats, a playful 
take on burgers and steaks and a curated selection of bourbon 
and whiskey. Café Chinois is Wilmington’s newest Asian-fusion 

restaurant featuring cuisine from Thailand, Vietnam, Korea and 
China, along with highly unique décor. The café is the most recent 
venture by the owners of the uber popular Wilmington favorite, 
Indochine.

Raise a Glass
Asheville-based Hi-Wire Brewing has opened a 7,920 square-foot 
taproom near downtown Wilmington, including two outdoor 
beer gardens and an expansive 24-tap bar. A variety of family-
friendly activities including soccer pool, table tennis, shuffl eboard, 
foosball, and other assorted games keep visitors entertained. 
Catawba Brewing Co. in midtown has more than 30 beers on tap 
and produces from a 5-barrel system, including the popular White 
Zombie White Ale and Peanut Butter Jelly Time Raspberry Brown 
Ale. Located off Castle Street, End of Days, Wilmington’s fi rst 
grain to glass craft distillery, recently opened and is offering tours, 
tastings of its award-winning spirits and a space for private events.

Aloft Wilmington at Coastline Center
The Aloft Wilmington at Coastline Center is under construction 
and slated to open in late summer 2021. Located along the 
Cape Fear River in downtown Wilmington, the Aloft will have 
seven stories and 125 rooms. Its unique pedestrian- and pet-
friendly “Front Yard” will offer seating, a fi re pit and music, and 
it will be connected to the hotel’s bar, the WXYZ Lounge, for 
outdoor beverage service. Now part of the Aloft, the Coastline 
Center was constructed in the late 19th century for the Atlantic 
Coastline Railroad (ACL) and will be renovated as part of the 
project. One of its most notable amenities will be a rooftop 
bistro bar, Above, which looks out across the scenic Cape Fear 
River. Additional amenities will include a full-service restaurant, 
outdoor terraces, a fi tness center and an outdoor pool. 

Wilmington International Airport 
Wilmington International Airport (ILM) is currently undergoing 
a $60 million terminal expansion, scheduled for completion 
in late 2022 or early 2023. The renovation will include four 
additional gates, a restaurant, concessions and more, along 
with three public art installations by local artists in collaboration 
with the Arts Council of Wilmington & New Hanover County. 
American Airlines has announced new nonstop service 
between ILM and Boston (BOS) and has reinstated nonstop 
daily service to ILM and Chicago O’Hare (ORD); both routes 
will operate seasonally.

WWII Heritage City
Wilmington became the fi rst city in the country to be designated as 
a ‘‘World War II Heritage City’’ by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior 
in 2020 to commemorate 75 years since the war ended. The 
designation celebrates contributions by Wilmington to the WWII 
home-front war effort. From the Battleship NORTH CAROLINA and 
Hannah Block Historic USO to Fort Fisher State Historic Site and 
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Fort Fisher State Recreation Area, the area’s historic contribution to 
the war effort is evidenced throughout the city and island beaches. 

Movie Magic
Known as “Hollywood East,” Wilmington’s film industry 
is experiencing an upswing in production. The Wilmington-
made sequel to the popular Halloween fi lm series, Halloween 
Kills, is set to premier in October and continues the thrilling saga 
of Michael Myers and Laurie Strode. The newest installment of the 
Scream horror franchise, SCREAM, starring original cast members 
David Arquette, Courteney Cox and Neve Campbell, wrapped 
fi lming in Wilmington in November 2020 and will be released in 
early 2022. Wilmington’s fi lm industry is once again booming with 
productions in 2021 and into the foreseeable future.

SAMPLE STORYLINES

Fit for a Foodie   
Wilmington and its island beaches are in the midst of a dining 
renaissance with new and unique eateries from river to sea. Make 
reservations at one of the plethora of farm-to-table restaurants 
that offer unique Southern fare while putting fresh ingredients 
fi rst including Rx and PinPoint in Wilmington, Coast Craft 
Cocktails & Calabash at Carolina Beach or EAST Oceanfront 
and Shark Bar & Kitchen at Wrightsville Beach. In Wilmington, 
celebrity chefs Keith Rhodes of Bravo’s “Top Chef,” Vivian 
Howard of PBS’ “A Chef’s Life,” and Dean Neff, a James Beard 
Best Chef nominee, opened their doors on the coast with Catch, 
Benny’s Big Time Pizzeria and Seabird. Jessica Cabo of Fox’s 
“Hell’s Kitchen” fame is the executive chef of EAST Oceanfront 
Dining in Wrightsville Beach. 

Brew and Spirits
What sets Wilmington’s coastal craft cocktail scene apart is 
its lack of big-city pretension, strong focus on creativity and 
unique locations, including killer waterfront views. Embark on 
a tasting tour along the Wilmington Ale Trail featuring local 
breweries and bottle shops. Sip on unique takes of classic 
cocktails at The Blind Elephant, a 1920s Prohibition speakeasy 
tucked away in a hidden alley. Indulge in award-winning drinks 
by mixologists, food and ambiance at manna ave. 123 or soak 
up the sun and waterfront views at Ocean Grill and Tiki Bar and 
Oceanic Restaurant at two of Wilmington’s nearby beaches.

Active Adventures and Wellness
It’s easy to remain active with a jog along Wilmington’s Riverwalk, 
around Greenfi eld Lake, through two state parks or on our white 
sandy beaches. The Gary Shell Cross City Trail is a 15-mile, off-
road multi-use trail that runs from Wilmington to the Intracoastal 
Waterway. Throughout the year there are 5k, 10k, marathon and 
triathlon races. Day spas, yoga studios, salt caves, health clubs, 
golf courses, outfi tters, skate parks, disc golf, tennis courts and 
hiking trails provide a variety of fi tness options across the area. 
You’ll fi nd surf and standup paddleboard (SUP) schools, sailing, 
kayaking, parasailing and world tour-qualifying watersport 
competitions at the nearby beaches.      

Hidden Gems 
The Stanley Rehder Carnivorous Plant Garden is tucked away 
along the Gary Shell Cross City Trail while the whimsical Minnie 
Evans Glass Bottle House inspires at Airlie Gardens. Just 
beyond the “Welcome to Wrightsville Beach” sign is Harbor 
Way Garden, a serene botanical gem, while Masonboro Island, 

an undeveloped estuarine reserve accessible only by boat, 
is located just off the island’s shore. The Basin Trail at Fort 
Fisher State Recreation Area leads to a WWII bunker where 
the legendary Fort Fisher Hermit once resided, while Carolina 
Beach State Park’s Venus Flytrap Trail is one of the only places 
in the world the carnivorous plant grows naturally. 

Eco-Adventure, Parks and Gardens
Wilmington and its island beaches claim nine sites on the N.C. 
Birding Trail. Nature tours and cruises explore maritime eco-
systems, waterways, wildlife and fl ora. Carolina Beach State Park 
and Fort Fisher State Recreation Area offer nature programs 
and guided hikes. Airlie Gardens showcases 67 acres of coastal 
botanical gardens, ponds and the venerable Airlie Oak. Greenfi eld 
Park features moss-draped cypress trees, gardens, walking trails, 
paddle boat and canoe rentals. Oakdale Cemetery is known for 
funerary art, fl owers, shade trees and tours. 

Road Trip to the Coast
Thanks to easy access via numerous interstates, Wilmington and 
its island beaches make for the perfect quick-trip destination 
for road trippers from both North Carolina and nearby states. 
Spend the weekend at a boutique hotel, full-service resort or 
charming inn. Dine on the area’s best cuisine in Wilmington’s 
thriving culinary scene. Stroll through world-class gardens, board 
an eco-cruise or get in a jog while taking in scenic beauty along 
a nature trail or the shore. Explore our coastal city’s storied past 
in the 230-block National Register Historic District or visit the 
iconic Battleship NORTH CAROLINA. Whatever experiences 
you’re looking for, enjoy all that Wilmington and Island Beaches 
has to offer on your next road trip getaway.

Arts, Culture and Heritage
Visitors to Wilmington and its island beaches can enjoy an array 
of festivals, museums, art galleries, craft fairs, performing arts 
events and historic sites. Wilmington’s Fourth Friday Gallery 
Night is held monthly at local galleries. Nearby stages include 
historic theatres such as Thalian Hall, university auditoriums, 
outdoor amphitheaters, renovated churches and The Wilson 
Center, a 1,500-seat performing arts center. From its timeless 
Victorian and period architecture to the infl uential Cape Fear 
River port, Wilmington has deep, historic roots. The destination 
is known for its beauty, charm, Southern hospitality and nautical 
legacy. Witness a history lesson by land when exploring one of 
the largest National Register Historic Districts in the Southeast, 
or by sea at the Battleship NORTH CAROLINA and Fort Fisher 
State Historic Site. 

Neighborhood Discoveries
Tour Wilmington’s River District via horse-drawn carriage or Segway 
tours, or hop aboard a river cruise. Themed walking tours focus 
on history, food/restaurants, African-American heritage, haunted 
sites and pubs. Nearby, as Wilmington’s River District continues 
to evolve and expand, other neighborhoods are being revived. 
The Brooklyn Arts District has two craft breweries, a bakery, ice 
creamery, bottle shop and cafés. The Castle Street Arts & Antiques 
District boasts antique and consignment shops, a used music store 
and eateries. The most recently developed neighborhood is South 
Front District, a former industrial area with nightlife and live music at 
Satellite Bar, which is located next to celebrity chef Vivian Howard’s 
restaurant, Benny’s Big Time Pizzeria. Neighborhood offerings also 
include New Anthem Beer Project brewery, Second Glass Wine 
Bar, Mariposa and Native Salt Cave and Wellness.Bar, Mariposa and Native Salt Cave and Wellness.


